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Manduessedum - Mancetter Village 

(Place of War Chariots)
Mancetter Parish Council
 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane

ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter,

held on Tuesday 28th May 2024 at St Peter’s Church Mancetter,

starting at 7pm.

Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.

Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mr J Tither, Mrs N Wallis, and Mrs G Davis (co-opted to the council at the start of this meeting).

There were no representatives from the Police, Borough or County Councils.
Parish Clerk

             Mrs E Higgins.
County Council                          Mr G Stanley, County Highways
Item 1 - Appointment of Chair and Vice Chair – signing of Declarations and Acceptance of Office.

Councillors T Hopkins and H Blackburn vacated the office of Chair and Vice Chair respectively, which were 
held for the year 2023 – 2024. 

Councillor Blackburn asked for nominations for the new Chair of Mancetter Parish Council for 2024-2025. 
Trevor Hopkins was proposed by Councillor G Forknall seconded by Councillor S Healy and approved 
unanimously.  
Nominations for Vice Chair were then requested by Councillor Hopkins. It was proposed by Sue 
Healy, seconded by Glynis Forknall and approved unanimously that Councillor Harry Blackburn be appointed 

as Vice-Chair for the same period.

Both Councillor Hopkins and Councillor Blackburn signed their acceptance of office declarations witnessed

by the Clerk as Proper Officer.
Item 2 – The Co-option to the remaining Parish Council vacancy.

Mrs Gill Davis was offered the vacant post of Councillor for the Parish of Mancetter, which she accepted
with the agreement of all other Councillors present. The associated paperwork was completed and duly

signed in the presence of the Parish Clerk and other Parish Councillors.
Item 3 – Welcome and Apologies

Mr T Hopkins formally welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Apologies had been received from the Police, County Councillor Margaret Bell and Borough Councillor
Denise Clews. 

Item 4 Recording of the meeting.
The meeting was recorded on equipment provided by the Parish Council as an aid to the typing of the minutes. The recording will be erased once the minutes are approved. There was no other recording of the meeting.

Item 5 – Notice of Interest.
There were no pecuniary and non- pecuniary interests declared relating to items on the agenda. Councillors T Hopkins, G Forknall and J Tither declared their interest as Ridge Lane allotment holders.

Item 6 – Public Question Time.

No members of the public were present at the meeting.

Item 7 – Mr Graham Stanley, County Council Highways Department
Mr. Graham Stanley (County Highways) attended the meeting to discuss the proposed traffic calming measures currently under consideration for the Parish of Mancetter road network. Referring to the Parish’s area of deprivation status Mr Stanley stated that some funding would be available as a contribution to the said scheme. The Traffic and Road Safety section (WCC) have now identified the B4111 road through Mancetter as a high accident rate area, and copies of the WCC plans for future works will be forwarded to the Parish Council for discussion at a future meeting. Other areas discussed included the movement of the illuminated speed awareness sign to other locations, within the area, when thought to be appropriate. Mr Stanley explained that it was hoped that motorists passing through the Parish would have their awareness of the need to moderate speed raised by this measure. This move would be on a trial basis in the first instance. The design, manufacture and placing of new gateway signs for both Mancetter and Ridge Lane was discussed before Mr Stanley up-dated the Council on the issues of a chicane on Harper’s Lane, near to the A5 junction, and provision of a safe crossing area between St. Peter’s Church and Gramer Cottages. County Highways have rejected the former on grounds of road safety because of difficulties posed by driveways to and from properties in the area, but news regarding the latter was more positive. Whilst the provision of a crossing is not straightforward, for technical reasons, issues relating to design and costings are underway currently. In response to a question raised by Councillor J Tither, Mr Stanley stated that no precise timeline for the crossing could be given at this stage, but that positive action was being taken.
Councillors S Healy and T Hopkins enquired further about the possible adoption of the Tarmac-owned bridge, in Quarry Lane, by WCC, when the quarry ceases to operate in the near future. 
Mr Stanley agreed to make further enquiries on this issue with the relevant department at County Hall.  The quality of some area’s road surface dressing, together with some working practices, undertaken recently by sub-contractors to Balfour-Beatty, on behalf of WCC, were raised by Councillors T Hopkins and P Mann, from which Mr Stanley stated that further questions would be raised at County level, with feedback to be provided at a future meeting. Conditions of road surfaces in parts of Quarry Lane and Steppey Lane, which could have a negative effect upon road safety, were brought to the attention of Mr Stanley, who assured the council that information would be passed on at County level. Finally, issues relating to planning matters regarding road access and development work at a site within the parish were raised by Councillor H Blackburn and discussed briefly by the council. 
Item 8– Update from Police, County and Borough Councillors.

Police – Mancetter Beat Report.
· No representative from Warwickshire Police was available on this occasion, due to operational commitments. 

· An incident report for the period 26.03.24 to 22.05.24 was compiled and provided by North Warwickshire SNT PC 609 Hoey, and is given below.

	Mancetter

N63M Beat 


	Incidents 26/03/24 - 22/05/24

x-107 calls for service

Animal related – 5.

· Calls mainly relate to loose Horses in the carriageway and one dog bite incident.

ASB – 9. 

a) The majority of these calls relate to nuisance off-road motorcycles on Purley Chase golf course.

Burglary (business) – 0.

Burglary (dwelling) – 1.

Concern – 9.

· These calls are a mixture of concern for welfare and a number of them relate to the same people/callers and did not require any further Police involvement.

Criminal Damage – 0.

Domestic Incidents – 10.

Drugs – 1.

· This incident relates to the cultivation of cannabis in an industrial unit.

Illness/Injury – 0.

Road/Highways disruption – 9.

· The calls mainly relate to obstructions in the carriageway and are generally for the A5.

RTC (Road Traffic Collision) – 5.
· None of these resulted in any serious injuries. One driver was arrested for failing a roadside breath test.

Silent 999 calls – 12.
Suspicious circumstances - 14.

Theft – 5.

Vehicle Crime – 1.

· Tools and a wallet stolen from a van.

Violence – 1.
· One of these calls relates to a licensed premises and resulted in one person being arrested.

Other misc. calls – 25.


	Other Inc’s/news


	· I have been onto the land agents in relation to Purley Chase but the options are very limited as to what security measures can be put in place to prevent off-road bikes.

· Manor Road car sales have been visited on a number of occasions and have been visited and advised regarding how the vehicles are parked.
·  A large number of cannabis plants were seized from an industrial unit on Manor Road.




Item 9 – Minutes of the last meetings. 
 The draft minutes from the 26th March, 2024 were accepted by Councillors with one abstention and signed formally by the Chairman as an accurate record of proceedings.

The minutes from the annual parishioners meeting on 23rd April 2024 were reviewed and will be formally signed off in April 2025.
Item 10 – Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th March, 2024, including feedback on items not covered in other agenda points.

There were no matters arising, or feedback on items not covered in other agenda points.
Item 11 – Review of Statutory Documents, Responsibilities and Members of External groups.
 a) The Chair declared that notes on the draft Local Council Charter will be forwarded to all members of the Parish Council to read and digest with a view to forwarding observations to the Northern Group of Parish Councils and WALC. Councillor Healy emphasised the importance of the said Charter, especially during a period where it is thought that Borough and County officials, recently appointed to one or the other authority, might not always be aware of the existence of such documentation, and where little formal training was available. Councillor Healy put forward a case for the Charter to be incorporated into the wider corporate plan. It was noted that publication of the Charter documentation was late and issued at a time when small councils were already working on a significant amount of paperwork and other documentation. The issue is to be raised at the next Northern Group meeting.
b) The arrangements and membership of committees and internal and external groups, for the new council year, were agreed as follows:

Staffing Committee – Councillors T Hopkins and H Blackburn, meeting with E Higgins, Parish Clerk.
Planning Sub-Committee – Councillors H Blackburn, S Healy, T Hopkins and P Mann.
Policy and Risk Management Working Group – Councillors T Hopkins, P Mann for Mancetter Cemetery       and J Tither for Ridge Lane.
Traffic Calming and Speed Monitoring Working Group – Councillors T Hopkins, P Mann, J Tither (awaiting Police vetting) and E Higgins, Parish Clerk.
North Warwickshire Area Committee - Councillors S Healy and T Hopkins
Atherstone Surgery Patient Participation Group – Councillors G Davis and N Wallis
Tarmac Liaison Group – Councillors S Healy, T Hopkins, P Mann with attendance by E Higgins, Parish Clerk.
SARVAL Liaison Group – Councillors G Forknall and T Hopkins (NB: Currently, there is little contact from SARVAL)
Mancetter Memorial Hall – Councillor G Forknall and E Higgins, Parish Clerk
Levelling-up Group – Councillors S Healy, T Hopkins and E Higgins, Parish Clerk.

Reference Group – Councillor S Healy

Ridge Lane Chapel / Community Centre – Councillor Hopkins has been invited to join the committee by the Chapel Superintendent. The centre was recognised as playing a vital role in the community of Ridge Lane.
c) Feedback from meetings and events attended since the last meeting
i) Planning Policy Briefing NWBC - 9th April, 2024. The Parish Clerk reported that a meeting had been arranged to look at how Mancetter Parish could link in to a review of Planning Policy documents. A slide-show, created on behalf of the council and presented at the last parishioners meeting, allowed attendees to explore and discuss ideas to put forward as a part of the said review. The Policy Review involves working through a large amount of documentation from which Councillors have received summarised copies of the documents involved. Engagement in the process is essential if we are to show what Mancetter wants to achieve and to have some influence over local planning issues.
ii) 23rd April. 2024. Councillors Healy and Hopkins attended a meeting at Mancetter Memorial Hall in relation to the Smart Living agenda. Details of this meeting were made available on local social media sites and on the parish noticeboards. Amongst the advice on offer was that of a home insulation programme on offer to residents who live in properties with an energy rating below C.
iii) 2nd May 2024. The Clerk reported on the move to become a part of the gov.uk domain for communications involving the Parish Council. The change from the previous domain has presented some challenges, but the move is a positive one, not least because of the additional security that the gov.uk domain offers. Additional support is being provided by the Clerk for councillors who are experiencing some difficulty in making the change. In the meantime, access to the .org domain has been retained as a reserve system and to safeguard its future security.
iv) 7th May, 2024. Councillor Hopkins reported on the Levelling-Up meeting held at the Memorial Hall. Improvements to local public transport provision were highlighted. The improvements are due to come in to force from the end of July and will benefit pupils who attend schools outside the parish. Such improvements should enable pupils to participate fully in extra-curricular activities and additional classes after their school day in over. Prior to these changes many pupils were deprived of these opportunities because of limited transport links after school hours. Ongoing work to improve the playground facilities in Ridge Lane were highlighted at the meeting, with Councillor Wallis reporting on progress being made in the writing of a bids for equipment and infrastructure at the site. Financial constraints mean that fencing for the site is likely to prove to be too expensive at this stage. Issues raised at the meeting relating to highways are covered earlier in the minutes within the report from Graham Stanley (WCC Highways).

Communication with residents, relating to local concerns, such as fly-tipping and highways issues, is maintained by the Elane Higgins (Parish Clerk) through local social media sites, website and the new parish noticeboards. 
v) 16th May, 2024. Councillor Healy reported on behalf of the Town and Parish Councils Reference Group. SH stated that efforts engage schools in the north of the county, in the development of an ‘Eco-schools’ scheme, were being thwarted by a lack of participation in the scheme.

An offer to the parish council has been received from Janet Neale, to show the council how 106 funding can be accessed successfully, to support projects within the local community. The council welcomed this offer and a training session is to be arranged. 
Item 12 – Finance 

a) Despite late receipt of some invoices from external bodies all payments necessary have been settled and all paperwork completed on time. The Chair duly signed off all payments
             in accordance with standing orders and the bank mandate.

b) Copies of the accounts for the 2023-2024 Financial Year were received and approved.

c) All relevant paperwork required to approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (2023) is ready for signing-off, but is awaiting the completion of the internal audit from the appointed auditor. Once this is completed a date for the extra-ordinary meeting to approve and sign-off the documentation can be confirmed. A provisional date of 25th June has been suggested for this purpose.

d) With regard to the examination and approval of the updated finance regulations, based upon the 2024 JPAG guidance and the new NALC model financial regulations it was reported that a small number of adjustments are required to be made and will be completed shortly in compliance with the said up-dated regulations. 

e) Added to the current asset register are two new parish noticeboards, for which additional cover will need to be sought through Zurich Insurance. It is expected that the insurance premium may need some revision in light of this.
f) The cost of data protection fees was given as £35.00 (a £5.00 reduction from the usual £40.00 fee due the payment through direct debit). Membership of the Warwickshire and West Midland Association of Local Councils (WALC) is to continue so as to ensure access to valuable information from the National Association. Other benefits of membership were noted, such as legal protection for councillors and legal advice in general. The cost of membership for this year, 2024-2025, will be a slight increase over the £648.00 paid for the year 2023-2024. The chair announced that the annual WALC meeting will be held at Wellesbourne. 

Item 13 – Exclusion of the Public and Press notice 

Following notice given by a contractor, that due to personal reasons (which must remain confidential) they are, at present, unable to undertake tasks connected with their contract to the Parish of Mancetter. The contractor, is highly regarded and has served well the parish of Mancetter, and its residents, for a number of years. The parish council deliberated with care how best to support them during this difficult time. Given that work is done on a contractual basis the council had to acknowledge that any support which the council is able to offer has to fall within the legal terms of the contract agreed. To this end the council will seek to cover in house where possible, and is most willing to keep open the position until the current contract is reviewed in November of this year. At this time, should they wish to tender for a new contract with the parish council such a decision will be most welcome. Should they be in a position to resume work safely at any time before the current contract expires the council will continue to offer all the support within its powers. In the meantime, members of the parish council offer their gratitude for the service given to date and along with best wishes for the future.
Item 14 – Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting.

a) For the response of the Planning Sub-Group to the Planning Policy Review see Item 11c I.

b) Councillor Hopkins explained that before the parish council can consider beginning the review process of the adopted Mancetter Neighbourhood Plan it must first become aware of pending legislative changes, and what NWBC intends to do. Councillor Healy has forwarded some details relating funding for consideration. The Chair suggested that the documentation sent already, from the parish council to NWBC, could be added as an addendum to the neighbourhood plan review.  

c) Update on Approved, Rejected and Pending Applications and Appeals.
· PAP/2023/0324 – Outline Access application for the construction of three dwellings to the rear of the White Hart Inn Ridge Lane. – Pending.
· PAP/2023/0464 - Secondary Glazing of windows at the grade II listed Railway Cottage in Quarry Lane – Pending.
· PAP/2024/0066 – Erection of Hay and Fodder Beet Stores – Little Close Quarry Lane Mancetter - Granted
· PAP/2024/0095 – Single Storey Rear Extension – 9 Ramsden Road Mancetter. - Granted
d) New Planning Applications
· Planning Application PAP/2024/0071 in relation to change of use of site to car sales Manor Road Mancetter CV9 1QY – The Parish Council has made a submission to NWBC in relation to this application. The Clerk to the Parish reported that NWBC is working to find a suitable resolution to the issue, particularly in relation to the parking of vehicles and repairs taking place on the roadside.
· PAP/2024/0113 Proposed new dwelling Coachman’s Cottage Purley Chase Lane – Councillor Hopkins reported that this proposal involves the building of a new structure. Concerns about access to the main road include the possible felling of a tree which has is under a protection order. The Parish Council’s recommendation to NWBC, should the tree be removed, is that a mature replacement tree be planted to compensate for the loss.
Item 15- Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.

a) Councillor Hopkins reported that a document has been created to record details of tree inspections within the parish, the author of which is Councillor Tither. Provision has also been made for the tagging of trees for the purpose of identification.

b) Councillor Hopkins reported that recent heavy rains have caused flood damage to both the recreation ground, in Ridge Lane, and to six adjacent allotment plots. The damage has been reported to the Borough Council, from which officers have agreed to meet with representatives from the Parish Council, on site, to investigate the causes of the problem. 

Drainage work and repair of a collapsed culvert, at the allotment site has been undertaken by a team provided by Ian Rothen, of Mancetter Marina. The Councillors were unanimous in supporting a formal vote of thanks to Mr Rothen for his support and sending a copy of the future parish vision.
* Councillor Davis enquired whether the parish defibrillator was also equipped with a blood pack. The Parish Clerk stated that this was not the case at the present. Contact details for a supplier of such equipment were provided and it was agreed that the matter would be followed-up at a later stage.

Item 13 – Date of Next Meeting: 
 Tuesday 25th June, 2024, 7pm at St. Peter’s Church, Mancetter - to approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (2023). This date is provisional and is to be confirmed.

Tuesday 23rd July, 2024. 7pm at St. Peter’s Church, Mancetter - bi-monthly Parish Council meeting.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.34 pm
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Manduessedum - Mancetter Village
             (Place of War Chariots)
Mancetter Parish Council
 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
Signed        
Date: 


